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SACRAMENTO URBAN LEAGUE HONORS SENATOR MARK RIDLEY-THOMASWITH
THE VERNON E. JORDAN JR. LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY AWARD

Sacramento, CA-The Greater Sacramento Urban Leaidjugonor Senator Mark Ridley-Thomas, chairmarttod
Legislative Black Caucus, with their Vernon E. Jordr. Legislative Advocacy Award during their 8taf Black
America 2008 Legislative Reception on Tuesday, Atd®, in the Capitol basement rotunda from 5:3D{Fm.

“The model of engaging, educating, and empowelnegcommunity that Senator Ridley-Thomas has st &s
an example should be in the handbook for all lagpss,” said James Shelby, President and CEO dbthater
Sacramento Urban League.

Sen. Ridley-Thomas was given the awafehr‘works in public service that support the Urdagague mission
and impacts the greater good for economic and $@eiety in underserved and urban communities dbcd

The program also will feature the presentatiorheflrban League’sState of Black America 2008: In the Black
Woman'’s Voicé report.

For more than a decade the National Urban Leagaedsearched and publishiéte State of Black Americaa
national equality index outlining the key criticancerns and their impact on the African Americapysation
throughout the United States.

Since 1996, the Greater Sacramento Urban Leaguad@porated these key findings into the develapnoé its
urban solutions programs and services, which addheseconomic empowerment and workforce developmen
needs of the underserved and communities of cbfoughout the Sacramento region.

“I am especially proud and honored to receive @lard,” said Sen. Ridley-Thomas. “l want to stribxes
significance and importance of a strong partnersliip the Urban League and the Legislative Black¢les in the
pursuit of legislative, social and policy initiag¢is that positively impact the lives and livelihazfdAfrican
American throughout the state.

“The annualState of Black Americajives us comprehensive and quantitative informadiloout the conditions of
the black community and was the catalyst forStege of Black California Report

“Both reports continue to add value to the fornmaitd the Legislative Black Caucus’ legislative arah-
legislative priorities.” Sen. Ridley-Thomas sai@ihese reports also help community leaders devdfeptize

strategies to re-energize and engage our comnslititigarticipate in public policy discourse anditpzzl
participation.”

This is the second annual Legislative receptionahilembers and Capitol staff are invited.
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